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The Rector Writes 
Being in the right place this Christmas 

A monk comes to his Abbot, seeking enlightenment.  
He addresses the abbot eagerly and impatiently, firing 
questions at him. But the Abbot says: “just look” 
The monk is very disappointed.  “I’m always 
looking” he says sulkily. “No you’re not” says 
the Abbot. “In order to look at what is here, 
you have to be here, and you are mostly 
somewhere else”. 

It seems to me that this little story has much 
to offer as we are encouraged to make Advent 
reflections, Christmas preparations and Epiphany 
journeys.  How amidst all that goes on at this frenetic 
time in the church and community can we 
remain focused on the amazing message of 
Ψ9ƳƳŀƴǳŜƭ - DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΩΚ  aƻǊŜ ƛmportantly 
Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ψƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
ƘŜǊŜΩ ŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΦ hǳǊ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
economists will be holding their breath as 
manufacturers and retailers desperately 
encourage us to look in their direction and no 
other.  Christmas advertising says it all ς 
Christmas this year is happening at M&S or is it Tesco 
ς ƴƻ !ǊƎƻǎ ƴƻ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǘΧΦ 

What is the churches answer to this attempt 
ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ Ψƛƴ ǎǘƻǊŜΩ ǘƘŀƴ ƳƻǊŜ Ψƛƴ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΚ  Interestingly, the 2011 
nation wide Christmas advertising campaign 
makes a bold attempt to redirect the nations 
thinking by using the striking slogan, “However 
you dress it it up Christmas starts with Christ”.  
The campaign has set the nativity in a modern 
context where to quote:  “Shepherds become 
cycle couriers and plasterers. Wise men are successful 
entrepreneurs and their gifts are iconic "treasures". All 
are sharply dressed. But the traditional nativity 
arrangement is unchanged, with Jesus as its clear 
focus. It's the meeting of Christianity and high 
street consumerism, with Christ in the middle. 
“ 

This is all very well and good but like every 
attempt at competitive advertising at 
Christmas, some folks will love it and others 
enraged by the idea of bankers, bikers, plasterers and 
a trendy couple portraying the Christmas story.  It is 
often the case that such a sophisticated way of 
sharing a simple and profound message actually 
detracts from what is really intended - to encourage 
people to seek and find faith in Christ. All that people 
may see is a lovely dress ς smart suit ς gorgeous gifts 
and a must have cot!  This may seem like a moan but I 

question whether we need to dress the story up at all.  
Is it not better to simply tell it as it is with 
authenticity, passion and conviction?  It seems that 

what we need to do is enable people to look - 
Ψƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜΩ ƛƴ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ 
lasting experience of this amazing time. This 
means engaging with friends, neighbours, 
colleagues and the local community to 
encourage each to consider that being in the 

right place this Christmas could be a life changing 
moment. To put it simply, we need to start where 
people are by inviting them into our own faith story 
and what Christmas means to us.  

We have much to encourage us especially 
through the example of those who were part of 
the original story. We can be like the prophets 
who declared the coming of the messiah by 
being in place ready to speak.  We can be 
ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ WƻǎŜǇƘ ǿƘƻ ƻƴ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ aŀǊȅΩǎ 
news could easily have travelled another path 

demanded by ΨǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎΩ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ōǳǘ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 
there is Mary who could have said no to God, 

preserving her position in community and society 
ōǳǘ ŎƘƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ DƻŘΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƧƻȅΦ  {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ 
our Christmas faith will always mean taking risks 
to speak like the prophets, challenge the status 
quo like Joseph and like Mary embrace with joy a 
Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ 
world.   My hope is that from Advent, through 
Christmas and on into Epiphany we will enable 
people to be in the right place to receive a gift 

that will last, a gift greater than any from M&S, Tesco 
or...? 

Let us invite all whom we love and care for, all 
strangers and the lost to hear again the great 
story of Jesus coming into the world.  To 
Christingle, Carol Service, Carols for Kids, 
singing in the homes and around the streets, 
services and celebrations ς these are some of 
the events we can invite our community to 
receive as a wonderful gift.  They will only be 

here if they are not somewhere else.  They will not be 
here if we are are somewhere else! It is our calling 
this Christmas to offer them a wonderful gift - ƭŜǘΩǎ Řƻ 
it! 

Happy Christmas and New 

Year . Yours ever Paul  



We must listen to Jesus 
THERE is always some point in the Christmas 
season when I find my thoughts turning to the 
fearful anxiety of  the Holy Family as they trudged 
the streets of Bethlehem on that first Christmas 
night trying to find somewhere to stay. 
 
Sometimes I think of this on a particularly cold 
night as I dash from the car to the front door and 
luxuriate in the warmth of a centrally heated 
house. Or else I see a homeless person on the 
street, or hear about the fears of the 
unemployed, or learn of a house re-possessed 
and a family moving into 
temporary accommodation.  
 
I have never known this sort of anxiety myself. I 
have had troubles in life. But I have never really 
doubted where my next meal was coming from, 
or where I would sleep at night. But it was these 
basic fears that gripped Joseph as he shepherded 
Mary around Bethlehem, drawn there by the 
unsympathetic requirements of an unfair tax.  
 
And these thoughts make the Christmas story 
very real. They mean that this story speaks to the 
stories of the world; that this God we follow 
knows about the sorrows and the challenges of 
human life.  
 
And what a time to be without a home! Mary was 
about to give birth. This child, born in the 
outhouse at the back of a pub, is God come down 
to earth, God coming to share in and direct the 
world he has made.  And when this happened the 
angels sang: ΨtŜŀŎŜ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ ƎƻƻŘǿƛƭƭ ǘƻ all 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦΩ  
 
The challenge of the Christmas story is to sing this 
same song of peace and good will amidst the 
sorrows, trials, inequalities and injustices of 
today's world. It means caring about those who 
are without a job, or without a home. It means 
trying to build a different  world and trying to live 
by a different set of values. It means 
remembering those who are worse off, and doing 

something about it. It means providing jobs and 
homes and meals. It also means ensuring that 
people have jobs and homes and meals for life.  
 
None of this will be easy. But the biggest danger 
of all is starting to believe that nothing can  
change and that our own contribution makes no 
difference. It does. Things can change. And if the 
Christian faith teaches us anything, it is that one 
person can make a difference. That person is 
Christ. He shows us a different way of living. He 
gives us a different set of values. What he brings 
is what the world so desperately needs. And he 
begins that life in solidarity with the poorest of 
the poor. We must listen to him. First of all it will 
be a cry of need. But soon it will be a way of life. 
+Stephen 
Bishop of Chelmsford 

  



  



 

The 1 Corinthians 13 of Christmas 

If I decorate my house with beautiful bows, strands of twinkling lights 
and shiny baubles, but do not show love to my family, I'm just another 
decorator. 

If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of mince pies, roasting a 
perfect turkey, and lay a magnificent table, but have no love for my 
guests, I am just another cook. 

If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home, and give all that I 
have to charity, but do not have compassion in my heart for those in 
need, I am just another social service- it profits me nothing. 

If I decorate the tree with shimmering angels and crocheted snowflakes 
and attend a myriad of holiday parties but do not focus on Christ, I have 
missed the point. 

Love stops the cooking to hug the child. Love sets aside the decorating to 
help one's wife with boring housework. Love puts the Christmas present 
shopping on hold in order to run the elderly neighbour to the doctor. 
Love is kind, though harried and tired. Love doesn't envy another's home 
that has more expensive presents, or even coordinated Christmas china 
and table linen. Love doesn't yell at the children to get out of the way-, 
love is glad that they are there to be in the way. Love doesn't give only 
to those who are able to give in return, but rejoices in giving to those 
who can' 

Love bears all things, even irritating relatives. It believes all things, and 
encourages teenagers to aim high for their future. It hopes all things, 
endures all things, even a spouse who is depressed about their job 
prospects. Love never fails other people. Computer games will crash, 
even cashmere jumpers will wear out, and golf clubs will get lost. But the 
gift of love will endure forever.  

Happy Christmas! 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Reading from Bishop Stephen 

Transforming Presence 

Strategic priorities for the Diocese of Chelmsford 

Our Passion: 
Our Passion is Jesus - Proclaiming and Living out God's love for all people 

Our Aspiration: 
To be a Transforming Presence in every Community, 

Open and welcoming to all, and serving all 
Our Resources: 

Faithful people, Prayer and worship, Visionary leadership, Liberating gifts 

What will the diocese of Chelmsford look like in 2025? 

The answer to this question depends to a large extent on decisions we make now. 

For too long strategic planning in the church has been limited to time scales too short to initiate meaningful change. We expect 
too much to happen too soon and end up either disappointed or dis-illusioned.1 Instead of a five year plan we need a fifteen 
year plan. We need to reimagine what the church could look like in 2025, and then work back to discern what decisions we need 
to make now and in the coming years to make this a reality. 

This reimagining also needs to be the work of the whole church. Of course it is the responsibility of bishops and synods to lead 
the church, but this work is too important for it not to be shared with the whole people of God. 

Consequently, since coming to the diocese I have been engaged in a listening exercise to discern what might be the key themes 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ 9ǎǎŜȄ ŀƴŘ East London, and what the levers of change might be to enable this hoped-
for development and growth to happen. This has involved a visit to each of our 26 deaneries; residential discussions with the 
.ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ IŜŀŘǎ ƻŦ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƻŎŜǎŜΤ ŀƴ ŀǿŀȅ Řŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 
other meetings and discussions with individuals and groups. I am also aware of the work I am building upon. Hence the vision for 
the diocese remains the same, but how we inhabit and develop it changes. 

Four key themes have emerged. These were presented to the Diocesan Synod on March 2011 and have subsequently been the 
subject of much discussion and prayer across the diocese. Although these are things that have my full support, it is important to 
note that they have arisen from a conversation with the whole diocese, and build on the vision and priorities, particularly the 
centrality of proclaiming Christ and the need for a the church to be a transforming presence, that are already part of our agreed 
mission statement. 

The reason we have been stymied by short term planning is complex. Previous bishops have only stayed comparatively short 
periods of time themselves. It is hard for any of us to see beyond the next few years. The pressures to keep the show on the 
ǊƻŀŘ ŀǊŜ ƛƳƳŜƴǎŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ пт҈ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘƛǇŜƴŘƛŀǊȅ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀƭƻƴŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƘŜƭǇ 
concentrate our thinking. Change is going to come whether we like it or not. Our challenge is to be the master of this change, 
discerning where God might be leading us. 
 
1. Inhabiting the world distinctively 
The Christian church is the Body of Christ in the world and each individual Christian a member of it, each called and equipped by 
God for ministry and service. 
 

In Romans 12 tŀǳƭ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ άƻƴŜ ōƻŘȅ ƛƴ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘέ όwƻƳŀƴǎ мнΦрύ IŜ ƎƻŜǎ ƻƴΥ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ƎǊŀŎŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎΦέ όwƻƳŀƴǎ мнΦ рō ϧ сύ ¢ŀking up this same theme in 1 Corinthians 12. 12-31 he speaks about the 
importance, inter-ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΦ CƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΥ ά¢ƘŜ ŜȅŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎŀȅ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳέ όм /ƻǊΦ мнΦ нмύΦ Lƴ wƻƳŀƴǎ мн ŦǊƻƳ ǾŜrse 9 onwards he also describes the marks 
of true Christian living and discipleship. 
 

Read these passages through. What do they tell you about the new life we should be living and how we must 
honour each other and work together in ministry? What changes would we need to make to our lives as individual 
Christian in order to reflect this vision of the new humanity we have in Christ? What should our church be doing to 
help people grow in this sort of transparent Christian living? How might an agreed rule of and pattern of life help 
us? 



It therefore follows that every Christian has a ministry (more of this later) and that every Christian should live a distinctive life. 
The way we inhabit the world should be different. This does not mean that we are somehow better than other people. It is 
manifestly true that there are all sorts of good and generous people who are not yet part of the Christian community. But it does 
mean that there should be something distinctive and attractive about the way we live our lives. Conversely, if our lives are 
ƛƴŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ƘƻōōȅΤ ŀ ŦŀǎŎƛƴating 
and exhausting pastime, but not the life changing transformation that is evident in the lives we lead Monday to Saturday.  

By 2025 this must have changed. And without this inner transformation no other worthwhile change will happen at all, and we 
will simply carry on managing our decline as gracefully as possible. 

Of course inner transformation is the work of the Holy Spirit. It cannot be achieved by our hard work alone. But just as Elijah dug 
trenches and made preparations before he prayed that God would answer his prayer and accept his offering (See I Kings 18. 30-
39) so there are certain things we need to do in order to create the fertile ground in which the Spirit can bring our faith to life, 
enabling us to live out our faith and give a reason for the hope that is in us. First among these is prayer. More than anything else, 
we need to place a new priority on becoming a people of prayer, whose daily lives are formed and punctuated by our 
relationship with God in Jesus Christ. This is what it means when our vision statement say our passion is Jesus. He is the centre 
of our lives, and this new life in Christ is nurtured and shaped by a life of prayer and a commitment to worship and the 
discipleship that follows from it. 

Therefore ς and before anything else ς these things must become our priorities and must be reflected in the work that is done 
at every level of diocesan life: in every church school, in every parish community, in every chaplaincy: 

Teaching people to pray 
Encouraging a much greater biblical and theological literacy 
5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǘȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǳǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ 

people in this place and some sort of mutual accountability. This rule will not only be about our prayer ς though it will be about 
this - but will encompass other aspects of Christian living such as giving, participation in worship, ministry in our daily lives and 
also the way we inhabit the planet itself, including issues of ecological, social and political well-being. It will form a basis of 
expectation about what it means to be a Christian in this diocese. 
 
Questions for reflection and action: 
1. For individuals, parishes, schools and groups across the diocese ς 

When it comes to living distinctively and developing spirituality how could I begin to think and act and pray differently in my 
context? 

What implications might there be for the Christian communities of which I am a part? (e.g. home group, leadership team, 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴ Χύ 

What resources could I/we draw on to help? 
What objectives could we set? 
нΦ CƻǊ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ {ȅƴƻŘΣ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ .ƻŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
councils ς 

Could the Diocesan Spirituality Group put together a range of resources to help parishes teach people to pray? 
Could the Ministry and Mission groups explore ways of enabling biblical and theological education to develop across the 

diocese and come back to Synod with recommendations? 
/ƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŎƻƴǾŜƴŜ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ wǳƭŜ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜ ŀƴŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

of Communications, a communications strategy? 
How can we ensure that our voice is heard in the public square? 
As well as a place of retreat, could Pleshey become a centre for teaching about prayer and spirituality? 

 
2. Evangelising effectively 
 
For too long the Church of England has either considered evangelism something that other churches do (before a few lucky souls 
graduate to our obviously superior brand of Christianity!) or simply waited till people come through the door, placing far too 
much confidence in the hope that our traditional ministry of hatching, matching and dispatching will bring people into the 
church. Of course some people do join us through all of these routes, and it is important to offer these ministries as faithfully 
and generously as we can. But I have increasingly begun to wonder if it might be better if no one joined us this way. At least it 
would focus attention on the woeful inadequacies of this as the only approach to evangelism. 
 
So let us begin from first principles. God is the Evangelist. God longs for reconciliation with the whole of the creation and with 
every person on earth. His great love for the world and his purposes for the world have been revealed in Jesus Christ, and 
through his death and resurrection Jesus has already done everything that is necessary for us to enjoy eternal life with God. The 
ministry of evangelism is our sharing with others the good news of what God has already done in Christ and the transformation 
it can bring to the world and to our lives here on earth and in eternity. 
 



[ǳƪŜΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 9ƳƳŀǳǎ ǊƻŀŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴg of the first Easter day 
provides us with a rich and challenging story about evangelism which is hugely relevant for the situation we face 
today. It offers a model for evangelism which is perfectly in tune with our Anglican and pastoral models of 
ministryΦ WŜǎǳǎ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ōǳǘ [ǳƪŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƪŜǇǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎƛƴƎ ƘƛƳέ 
(Luke 24. 16). He joins their conversation and walks with them while they are going in the wrong direction. He 
listens to them before he speaks. His first ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǇŜƴ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƎŜƴŘŀΥ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ 
discussing with each other while you walk along?"(Luke 24.17). In response to their questions and accounts of 
ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ ōǊŜŀƪǎ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ Σ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ άǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦέό[ǳƪŜ мпΦ 
нтύΦ !ǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ 9ƳƳŀǳǎ ƘŜ άǿŀƭƪǎ ŀƘŜŀŘ ŀǎ ƛŦ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴέ ό[ǳƪŜ нпΦ нуύΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ƘƛƳ ƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ƘŜ ōǊŜŀƪǎ 
ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǘƘŜƴ ǊǳǎƘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘhe good 
news they have received. 
 
Read Luke 24. 13-35. What does it tell us about how we might receive and share the Christian faith? How can we 
meet people where they are? How can we ask the right questions and listen before we speak, rather than always 
being so keen on getting our agenda on the table straightaway? How might we develop relationships that enable 
us to open up the scriptures to people and help them re-examine their own experiences and assumptions in the 
light of scripture? Do we recognise that God is the evangelist? God is the one who opens eyes. This is not 
something we can control or manipulate. But it is a ministry which requires being a faithful, good companion on 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǊƻŀŘǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ !ƴŘ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǿŜ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ us who have received faith are eager to 
share it with others? And if we are not, could it be that we need to receive it afresh ourselves? 
 

 
In the end each individual will have to make their own decision about whether to accept and receive what God offers us in 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΥ ά!ǎ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ǎŜƴǘ ƳŜΣ ǎƻ L ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳέ ǎŀȅǎ WŜǎǳǎ on the 
first Easter Day (John 20. 21). We call this ministry evangelism, which is best understood as our sharing in the ministry of Jesus to 
ƳŀƪŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƻŦŦŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΦ Lƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜ-discovered that for most 
people becoming a Christian is like a journey. This changes the way we approach evangelism. For the most part it will mean 
accompanying people on that journey. This is another reason why the story of Jesus on the Emmaus Road is so instructive. It 
involves specific ministries (such as a place of nurture where people can find out about Christian faith), but is also shaped 
enormously by the witness of individual Christians as they walk with others in their individual daily lives. 

There are many different ways in which all this can be done, but in every case it must involve an intentional desire to share with 
others the good things that we have received from Christ. There is no guarantee that as a result of this the Church will grow. 
Similarly, because God is the Evangelist and Lord of the Church, the church may well grow without our efforts or even in spite of 
them. Nevertheless, there is plenty of evidence to suggest that where a church gives itself to an intentional ministry of 
evangelism then people do come to faith. We therefore commit ourselves to be faithful in this ministry not because it is a recipe 
for success, but because it is of the essence of what it means to be faithful to Christ. 

By 2025 we need to have become a church where evangelism is in our DNA and where we have learned ways of doing 
evangelism that work in the different and varied and fast changing contexts that make up our diocese. 

1. In order for this to happen we need to develop the following priorities and also begin to set ourselves some bold targets - 

Every benefice should have at least one diocesan trained Evangelist and preferably a group of people around them who, under 
the leadership of the Incumbent and the PCC, are responsible for enabling evangelistic ministry to happen in their locality. 

Every benefice should have a place of nurture (that is a ministry given to enable people who are enquiring about Christian faith 
to find out more.)2 It should become as normal is running a Lent course. 

Every benefice should regularly put on evangelistic events to enable people to have some experience of Christian community 
and be challenged by the Christian faith. It should become as normal as holding a Summer Fete or a Harvest Supper. 

Clergy and lay training in the diocese must prioritise evangelism as a core skill that every Christian leader must understand and 
be ready to lead in. This does not mean that every priest or lay leader will themselves be an Evangelist; but it does mean that 
every one of them needs to be a leader in mission. 

Training needs to be offered in every deanery for people to be able to talk with confidence about their faith. It should be as 
easy and natural to talk about Jesus as it is to talk about football or Eastenders. 
2  In the language of this paper an Alpha or Emmaus course is ŀ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊ Ψŀ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΩ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ 
nurturing enquirers in the faith, even though it is one of the best tried and tested ways of doing it, proven to be effective in 
recent years. Indeed, research has clearly indicated that every church that has put on a nurture course like Alpha or Emmaus 
more than twice has seen people come to faith. Yet only 40% of churches in the Church of England run nurture courses. 

3  An evangelistic event does not need to be a large event; neither does it need to be run by people from outside of the 
ōŜƴŜŦƛŎŜΦ hŦǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘƛŎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ Řƻ ƛǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ƭŀȅ ƭŜŘ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎΣ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎΣ ōut 



providing an opportunity for those who are currently outside the Christian community to find out something about the Christian 
faith, meet with some Christian people and make a first tentative step towards knowing Christ. 
 
Questions for reflection and action: 

1. For individuals, parishes, schools and groups across the diocese ς 
When it comes to developing a ministry of evangelism how could I begin to think and act and pray differently in my context? 
What implications might there be for the Christian communities of which Iam a part? (e.g. home group, leadership team, 

church council, churcƘǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴ Χύ 
What resources could I/we draw on to help? 
What objectives could we set? 

нΦ CƻǊ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ {ȅƴƻŘΣ 5ŜŀƴŜǊȅ {ȅƴƻŘǎΣ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ .ƻŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ ς 
As we begin the next round of deanery planning, could deanery plans include details of how benefices propose to develop 

evangelistic ministry and look towards ensuring, wherever possible, there is a lay evangelist and an evangelism team in each 
benefice? 

The work of the diocese at every level needs a new and renewed emphasis on teaching about and equipping people for the 
ministry of evangelism. 

We need plans, targets, resources and training for more lay evangelists andfor evangelism training in every parish and 
deanery. How will we do this? 
 
3. Serving with accountability 
 
Making spirituality and evangelism two clear priorities inevitably begs the question, what should the other priorities be? Or put 
it another way: is there a bottom line? Is there a set of ministries and activities that we should expect to find in every Christian 
community, whatever its context and circumstance, and about which we should hold ourselves accountable? Is there a rule of 
life for the local Christian community? Are there a set of ingredients that constitute a faithful, healthy Christian community? 
 

In a single verse Acts 2.42 describes the life of the very first Christian community. It is as community which is 
faithful to Christ. It is a community that is growing as the Lord adds more people to its number. It is a life of clarity, 
integrity and mutual accountability. The apostles teaching, fellowship with each other, the breaking of bread and 
the life of prayer constitute and characterise the life they have in Christ. 
How are these things evident ion the life of your community? What else would we add to this list? Or put another 
way, what aspects of the apostles teaching need to go alongside these other three basic priorities of our life 
together? 

 
I believe it would be helpful for the diocese if we could agree on this. Just as we take it for granted that every church will be 
holding services every Sunday, what else should we take for granted? And just as if one church decided to stop worshipping and 
cancelled all its services you would expect the bishop and the diocese to hold that church to account, how might we hold 
ourselves mutually accountable over an agreed core of ministries and activities which we hold to be essential to our faithful 
witness to Christ? 

There has already been lots of discussion about this, and although most people agree on the attractiveness of working this way, 
actual agreement on the ingredients themselves is more elusive. There is a danger of over simplifying the ministry of the church 
and reducing it to a number of tickable bullet points; but an equal danger is over complicating the task and hemming ourselves 
in with a thousand sub clauses. Therefore what is probably needed is a process as well as a list. 

5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ !ǊŎƘŘŜŀŎƻƴΩǎ ±ƛǎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŘŜǾŜƭoped to become the place 
where this sort of accountability to each other is expressed. 

To a certain extent this is already happening, but there is a definite attraction in taking something we are already doing and 
seeing how it can deliver more. Therefore the list of ingredients might be better understood as a list of questions which relate to 
a sort of healthcheck of the local church. 

Let me stress again: for this to work there needs to be agreement ς agreement about the process and agreement about the 
questions. I will leave the process to the group that I hope we will set up to take this forward. But the questions that are 
emerging are these ς 

What are you doing to teach people to pray? 
What are you doing to teach people the faith and help them in their discipleship? 
What are you doing to share the faith with others and what have the results been in the past year? And does your church have 

a place of nurture? 
What are you doing to nurture and develop the ministry of the whole people of God including enabling people to come 

forward for authorised lay and ordained ministry? 
How is your church a blessing to the community you serve? And how ƛǎ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜΚ 



What are you doing to ensure your church is a place of safety and welcome for all ages and for people of all backgrounds? 
How are you working in partnership with other Christian communities in your locality and at the diocesan, national and global 

levels? 

Of course there could be more, but these seven questions seem to represent some sort of agreed bottom line that our churches 
should be places of prayer; places where people learn about the faith and are active in discipleship; places where there is a 
ministry of evangelism; places where ministry is shared and developed; places which serve the local community; places that are 
inclusive and welcome to all; places which are seeking the unity of all GƻŘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅ 
and globally. 

¢ƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊŘŜŘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƻ Ŧƛƭƭ ƛƴ ƴƻǊ ōƻȄŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƛŎƪΣ ōǳǘ at the 
end of the conversation there would be agreement on certain priorities for the coming year, and an expectation that something 
now has to be done about it. If this happens alongside the annual Visitation where other matters of church life are discussed and 
inspected there is every hope that, in time, we might develop a culture of expectation and accountability where everyone knows 
that to be a Christian community in this diocese requires us to develop theses ministries, activities and attitudes. Much of this is 
already happening. It would be beneficial to all of us if it happened more. The gospel of Jesus Christ is far too important and 
ǇǊŜŎƛƻǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ƛǘ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƴƻǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀǿŀȅ Řŀȅ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ ǘƘis was 
the other recommendation that received the most support. 

This is a culture change for the church, there is no point in pretending otherwise, but it seems to me to be one that is cried out 
for, and which is consonant with the need for us to live a distinctive Christian life as individuals and as communities of faith. 

By 2025 we need to have become a church where there is real clarity about what it means to be a faithful Christian community. 
Just as worship is expressed in a huge variety of ways, so these ministries will also be expressed differently according to the 
circumstances, context, personality and ethos of each community. But we must move to a situation where it  is no longer 
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƻǊ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴŎŜΣ ΨǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩ ƻǊ ΨŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻǳǊ ǘƘƛƴƎΦΩ 
Each community will, in its own way, be developing a common set of ministries so that we might be a church that is faithful to its 
apostolic calling. 

And if, as your bishop, I am asking that every priest and every parish be held accountable forthe ministry that God calls us to, 
ǘƘŜƴ L ǘƻƻ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ ²ƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ǎǘŀŦŦ L ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ŀn 
annual ministerial development review and that we are reporting regularly to Synod about progress towards this vision. It is 
Christ himself who entrusts his mission to us, and it is mutual accountability for the sake of the gospel that I seek. It is about our 
faithfulness. 
 
Questions for reflection and action: 

1. For individuals, parishes, schools and groups across the diocese ς 
If we conducted a health-check of our community based upon these seven questions where would our strengths and 

weaknesses be ? What needs addressing and developing? 

нΦ CƻǊ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ {ȅƴƻŘΣ 5ŜŀƴŜǊȅ {ȅƴƻŘǎΣ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ .ƻŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ ς 
/ƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ ǎǘŀŦŦκ.ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀƴ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘŘŜŀŎƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

Visitations to all parishes could become a means of holding ourselves accountable to an agreed list of core ingredients that 
we believe constitute the life of a healthy, faithful Christian community? 
 
4. Ministry 
 
The final question is this: what sort of ministry do we need in order to become this sort of church? 

There are many constraints upon us. 47% of our stipendiary clergy will retire in the next ten years. The numbers of those coming 
forward for ordination is worryingly low, the age profile worryingly high. The future health of the church requires us to have a 
good number of people for whom the oǊŘŀƛƴŜŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ 
deaneries to think about cutting stipendiary posts is not inability to pay for the clergy, but the ticking time bomb of clergy 
retirements. 

However, asking people to do this in a five to seven year time scale has meant that many deaneries have seen themselves as a 
special case, and argued for cuts happening elsewhere; or have simply planned ahead on the basis of who is going to retire next. 
What we have not yet done is any serious re-imagining of what the ministry of the church might look like. 

Here are some basic principles which, with our agreement, could form the basis of a more radical forward thinking look at the 
ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŘƛƻŎŜǎŜ ς 

Ministry belongs to the whole people of God. Every person, because of their baptism, has a ministry. We must nurture an 
expectation that every Christian gives expression to this ministry in their daily life and in their participation in the life of the 
Church. 

Ordained stipendiary ministers will be thinner on the ground in the future. We need to agree what figure we are working to, 
communicate that figure effectively to the deaneries, and then give each of them a target to work to. If at the same time we 



allocate a number of stipendiary posts (say five to ten in each Episcopal Area) as Mission posts, this can give strategic flexibility 
at a bigger level, allow new initiatives to flourish and ease situations of painful transition. 

These stipendiary priests will need to be more episcopal in the way they understand and express their ministry. This is not 
new. As the Institution Service reminds us, the Church of England has always believed that the Incumbent in the parish has a 

share ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōƛǎƘƻǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ άǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŜέΦ bƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 
oversight of the ministry of the church in a cluster of rural communities, or in a town or suburb. Their role will be to lead and 
facilitate ministry in that area, not provide all that ministry themselves. They will, of course, be involved; but their main task will 
be to animate the ministry of the whole church. 
CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ŦƭƻǳǊƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǎŜŘ ƭŀȅ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ όŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪŜrs, 

authorised preachers, catechists, pastors and evangelists) and ordained self-supporting ministry. And of course we already have 
many Readers. Alongside some priests being more episcopal we need many others who will be more diaconal, taking on a 
pastoral, catechetical and evangelistic ministry at the local level. Each local church needs to have some sort of ministry team 
and, preferably, some minister to whom they identify as the worship leader and pastor of that community. Sometimes this will 
be a lay person, such as a Reader, and we should encourage lay led worship and ministry in many of our churches. In many cases 
I hope it will be an ordained self-supporting minister, so that the sacramental life of our church continues to flourish. But where 
there are lay led services of the Word it will still be possible within the cluster of  ommunities under the oversight of the 
(probably) stipendiary priest, for there to be regular Sunday by Sunday Eucharistic provision. Some SSM priests will themselves 
ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ όΨŜǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭΩ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎŜǎΦ 
 
 

In Ephesians 4 tŀǳƭ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ άŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƎƛŦǘέ ό9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ пΦ тύΦ 
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΣ ǿŜ 
ŀǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǎƻƳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎǘǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ǘƻ equip the 
saints for the 
ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ ŦƻǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ ό9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ пΦ мм-12). We need to ensure that the leadership in 
the diocese includes the apostolic and the prophetic as well as the pastoral and the catechetical. We have already 
mentioned 
the need for evangelists. But this leadership exists to equip and encourage the ministry of everyone. 
 
Read Ephesians 4. 1-16. How are the gifts Paul mentions evident in the church community where you live and 
serve? What other ministries are needed? How is the leadership of the church equipping the ministry of everyone, 
especially in their 
daily lives? 

 

By 2025 we need to have reached a place of sustainability where we have found a way of maintaining and growing the church 
with less stipendiary clergy but with a growing number of other ministers. We need to be clear about how much this costs and 
about how many new ministers we need to select and train each year. We need an end to that debilitating and depressing 
approach to ministry where it feels like an endless game of knock out whist: every time the cards are dealt there is one less. We 
must transcend this situation, by looking slightly further ahead and developing a bold ministry plan that is based on 

sustainability and growth. We must stop spreading diminishing resources more thinly. This has been a disaster for clergy morale 
and a massive disincentive to giving. (After all it is the laity of the church who pays for our ministry, and why should they give to 
an organisation which plans so haphazardly and with short term expediency as the only apparent driver of change.) Instead, we 
must use our resources differently and plan for growth. If we fail, let us fail with a gospel of expectation on our lips. 

Crucially, we need to close the gap between the leadership of the diocese and the parishes. This will mean looking again at the 
role of Area/Rural Dean, and also considering the role of our Archdeacons and whether we need more of them. An increase in 
self-supporting ministry and authorised lay ministry will create a growing workload of training and oversight. 

Effective strategic leadership at the deanery and archdeaconry level will be vital. This needs to be much closer to the life of the 
church in the parishes than it is at the moment. The Archdeacon of Harlow is already chairing a group to look into this and 
crucially important proposals are being brought to the Diocesan Synod for discussion and approval. 

Questions for reflection and action: 
1. For individuals, parishes, schools, groups and leaders across the diocese ς 

When it comes to developing the ministry of the church, which includes nurturing more vocations to authorised lay and 
ordained ministry, how could I begin to think and act and pray differently in my context? 

What implications might there be for the Christian communities of which Iam a part? (e.g. home group, leadership team, 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴ Χύ 

What resources could I/we draw on to help? 
What objectives could we set? 

 



нΦ CƻǊ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ {ȅƴƻŘΣ 5ŜŀƴŜǊȅ {ȅƴƻŘǎΣ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΣ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ .ƻŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ ς 

Could the Director for Ministry and Mission bring a Ministry Strategy Paper to Synod outlining new targets for stipendiary 
numbers and other proposals of how we can develop a new approach to sustaining and growing lay and ordained ministry 
across the diocese; and to work with the Finance Committee on how best to resource this ministry in to the future? 
/ƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ hǊŘƛƴŀƴŘΩǎ ¢ŜŀƳ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ±ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ !ŘǾƛǎŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ the number of 

those offering themselves for ordained ministry each year? 
 
CƛƴŀƭƭȅΧ 
 
There remain all sorts of other issues that this paper could have addressed. However, these are the priorities that have 
emerged, and they set an agenda for the diocese. I believe that if we address them faithfully then God will bless his church, and 
guided by the Spirit we will see people come to Christ and our impact in the world increased. 

On 21 January 2012 one thousand people from across the diocese will be gathering in Brentwood to discuss some of these 
priorities and take this agenda forward. But we are also looking into other ways of collecting feedback and responses from 
across the diocese. I also invite each deanery to devote time in 2012 to discuss this paper and the responses of its parishes. 

The only other thing I need to mention again is worship. Because this paper does not speak about worship directly it is 
important to point out that worship remains a central priority for our life in Christ. Indeed, it is what characterises Christian life. 
We are made for community with God, and through Christ that community is made possible. It is in worship, particularly 
through the sacramental life of the church, that this covenant relationship is celebrated and nurtured. It will, therefore, be part 
ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ŏǳƭǘure 
worship will be one of the best ways of evangelising. We have seen this in fresh expressions, in imaginative alternative worship 
as well as in the continuing growth of cathedral congregations. 

I commend this paper and the priorities and recommendations it contains for further study and prayer across our diocese, and 
for the support of this Synod. 
 
Motion: 
That this Synod: 
a) welcome and support the priorities set out in the paper Transforming Presence; 
b) invite the Diocese to gather on 21 January 2012 to discuss these priorities; 
Ŏύ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ {ǘŀŦŦΣ ŘŜŀƴŜǊƛŜǎΣ ōŜƴŜŦƛŎŜǎΣ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎΣ 5ƛƻŎŜǎŀƴ .ƻŀǊŘǎ ŀnd Councils to engage with the questions for 
reflection and action set out in this paper and, where appropriate, to bring back to Synod specific recommendations to  
develop these areas of our life; and 
d) commend the paper for study in all the diocese. 

 
+Stephen Chelmsford 

 
 

  



COMPASSION NEWS 
It is a year since I 
spoke in church 
about the work of 
Compassion, the 
international Christian child development and 
child advocacy ministry and thought you may like 
to read further, more up to date information 
about their work. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ нлмм ƴŀƳŜŘ Ψ{ǘŀǊǘ {ƳŀƭƭΦ ¢Ƙƛƴƪ 
.ƛƎΩ ƛǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ lives 
who otherwise would have no hope.   

 
For example a formerly sponsored child and 
leadership development programme graduate 
has been elected as Member of Parliament for 
bŀƳŀȅƛƴƎƻ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ¦ƎŀƴŘŀΦ  Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ 
what circumstances a child is born into, God has a 
plan and a purpose for their lives.  Sponsorship is 
actively demonstrating to a child living in 

desperate need that, it is possible!  Their hopes 
and dreams can become reality. 
In 2010 more than 150,000 sponsored children 
put their faith in Jesus Christ, with tens of 
thousands graduating each year and becoming a 
positive influence in their families.  In fact whole 
communities are being transformed by the grace 
of God as a consequence of committed support.  
So there is much to be really thankful for.  
 
 
 

 
²Ŝ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƴŀƳŜΣ 
the poor has feelings, the poor has a family and  
 
ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅέΦ  /ƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƎƛǾŜs the 
church an opportunity to understand its 
responsibility toward the poor.  Caring for the 
poor is at the heart of the gospel preached by 
Jesus.   
 
The COMPASSION model is Christ centred, child 
focused and church based, helping to grow 
Christians in comƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǿ ǎŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
Kingdom in the poorest areas of the world.  
Programmes are tailored to address specific 
needs of a community, rather than a one-size-
fits-all approach.  Each sponsored child is taught 
income-generating skills as well as receiving 
formal education.  Also their spiritual, social and 
physical needs are attended to. What a 
wonderful gift! 

 
If you are interested in sponsoring a child do 
please stop me for a chat about it or pick up a 
leaflet in the church reception area.   
 
Glynis Norrington 

 

 
 
 

http://www.compassionuk.org/


Who am I sitting next to? 
My name is Lesley Brown. I 
was born on 22nd April 
1958 in Ipswich Hospital.  
When the doctor came to 
my mother in the flat 
where my parents lived, 
they could find no heart 
beat in me. I was a very 
premature baby, weighed 
2lbs, and was 12 inches 
long, the length of a ruler.  

I was in an incubator for a long time, until I was allowed 
home in July.  I lived in Ipswich until I was 4 when my 
parents decided to move to Colchester, as my father, 
Eric Wicks, had qualified as a solicitor and was working 
on North Hill. He eventually became a partner in Cyril 
Page and Wicks, and then after Mr. Page died took on 
the whole practice himself. 
When I was 4 my brother Jonathan was born, and we 
lived at 11 Cambridge Road.  I went to school at St 
wǳƴǿŀƭŘΩǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ tƘƛƭƛǇ aƻǊŀƴǘ 
Comprehensive.  When I was 13 my mother had another 
baby, Kathryn, and our family grew to 3 children. From 
ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŀōƻǳǘ с L ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ {ǘΦ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 
Lexden, and at the age of 9, without any warning, I went 
to Church one Sunday morning and was baptised along 
with my brother.  I had no idea what was happening and 
it was a big shock.  I was confirmed at 14 which was my 
choice along with my brother.  I was in the choir at St 
[ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ м0 years.  
When I was 10, we moved house again, only up the road 
to 25 Cambridge Road, 2 houses away from the 
Rectory!! And again when I was 16 we moved to 57 
Lexden Road.  So in my early years I was already living in 
the parish of Christ Church! 
When I was мт L ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά¢ŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜέ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
is now the Institute, and took an intensive secretarial 
course for  1 year. I then got a job with Eagle Star 
Insurance.  I stayed there for 4 years, after which I was 
employed by the NHS, and I am still there 31 years later, 
progressing from receptionist, taking specimens, and 
sending out blood results, to now being medical PA to 2 
Oncology Consultants at Essex County Hospital!!!!! 
My Church life continued until I got married at 25 when I 
backed away for a while, L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ WŜǎǳǎΦ  
After a few years I gradually went back to Church.  
I have 2 boys, James 25 and Matthew 23 who were both 
ōŀǇǘƛǎŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ L 
suffered from very severe post natal depression, got 
severe chicken pox and was very ill. 
In 1995 my father died of lung cancer and I felt it was 
ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ [ŜƻƴŀǊŘΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŜƴ L 
came to Christ Church with my children.    
Just the 3 of us.  It was a difficult time because I knew 
no-one, a lonely time, because no-one spoke to me and I 
was tempted to leave, but I began to help in Flames with 
Sheila, because the boys attended, and then taught 
there for quite a while.   

In 1995 I decided that it might be a good idea to do the 
Christian Studies Course, which was a 2 year course 
which Judith Budge and I did together.  We both passed 
and got our certificates at Chelmsford Cathedral. 
Over the next few years things went quiet for me with 
my faith.  In 1999 James was confirmed at Christ Church.  
It was a time of mixed emotions because on the evening 
of James confirmation, my mother was extremely ill with 
a brain tumour and was being rushed to London, but I 
was told by my brother and sister to go to CC and be 
with James, and they would look after things with my 
mother. They managed to come to the service but stood 
at the back of the balcony as James was being 
confirmed.  My mother was on her way to London, and 
at that point there was nothing further we could do until 
the next day.  She died 6 weeks later at home. Both 
myself, my brother and sister nursed her through this 
time both night and day, with the help of 2 nights of a 
Marie Curie Nurse because she was unable to be left 
alone .  
My faith was very slowly growing as Stephen Carter was 
extremely helpful during this time, but after my mother 
ŘƛŜŘ L ǿŜƴǘ ŘƻǿƴƘƛƭƭ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅΦ  L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ 
Jesus, and the depression came back with vengeance.  I 
talked to someone at Church for about 9 years and 
slowly my faith got stronger again.  I began to read in 
Church although extremely shy, and I began led prayers, 
again extremely shyly, but my faith in Jesus was with me 
and I knew that if I believed, He would be there in my 
nervousness and shyness and He was, I could stand up 
and do these things through Him.  Eve Hodder asked me 
if I would help her with the Sacristan duties, and for a 
while we did that together, then I carried on with this 
duty for a year on my own, as she stepped down.  I am 
also involved in the Prayer Circle, the Ministry of Healing 
and the Saturday Morning Prayer. I am on the PCC and a 
member of the Deanery Synod. 
My belief in Jesus was drawing me to do something else.  
I spoke to Paul about it and he sent me on a vocation 
day, where I attended workshops, on my own not 
knowing anyone, but knew I had to attend and felt 
drawn by Jesus to train as a Pastoral Assistant.  Sheila 
and I did the course together, travelling to Chelmsford 
on a regular basis for a year, and in July 2010 we 
received our certificates at Chelmsford Cathedral.  It was 
a really uplifting occasion for both of us.  My faith is 
getting stronger and stronger.  I believe with all my heart 
that Jesus calls each one of us to use our talents and 
gifts, whatever they may be, for His purpose.  I never 
thought that I, a shy person, who would not say boo to a 
goose, would be able to do the things I do now, but by 
the power of Jesus, and turning to Him for strength I am 
ŀōƭŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜŀǎȅΣ L ŀŘƳƛǘ ǘƘŀǘΦ  L ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ŀƴŘ 
Ŧŀƭƭ Ŧƭŀǘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŦŀŎŜΣ L άǿƻōōƭŜέ ǇŀƴƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
occasional tears, but He picks me up and we carry on 
again.  I have made a tremendous number of dear 
friends at Christ Church and I know that it is through 
Jesus that they have been placed in my life.  The journey 
continues..... 
 



Who am I sitting next to? 
Bill Bloom 
Born 1928, at Halstead Road when Lexden was not 
much more than a village. Later the family moved to 
Constantine Road where my brother Tony was born 
and I went to the Grammar School. It was about the 
time when I passed the 11 plus that my sister became 
ill with a kidney disease and tragically died later of 
kidney failure at the age of thirty-five. 
In 1936 I joined Christ Church choir. Then, in order 
to take part in the Scouts' Gang Show at the Albert 
Hall (Colchester), I joined Mr Markham's 17th 
Colchester Scout Troop. I also sang with the CRGS 
choir under Dr Swinbourne, at times joining forces 
to sing with the Girl's High School - which was 
rather good! 
In 1943 I passed the entrance exam for the Royal Navy 
and a year later became an apprentice in the Fleet Air 
Arm. In 1948 my first posting took me to a Naval Air 
Station in Eglinton, Northern Ireland where there was 
intensive flying - and plenty of work. In my twenty-five 
years of service I was stationed all over the UK and 
also served on Aircraft Carriers visiting foreign ports. 
My work entailed the maintenance of aircraft 
electrical systems, instruments, auto-pilots (fixed wing 
and helicopters), and anti-submarine gear. For a time I 
was an instructor at the Naval Air Electrical School at 
Worthy Down. 
I played rugby and hockey and in the last three years 
was appointed a Service Referee. One of the prime 
games I refereed was the final of the Junior Inter-
Services game between the army and the RAF. Just 
before I was discharged my 'going-away present' 
from the Refs Assoc., was to be appointed Touch 
Judge for the Navy and `ran the line' at Twickenham 
for the Inter-Services match of 1968. 
My wife and I settled in Gosport with our two sons: 
Richard who still lives there while Tim now lives in 
Brisbane, Australia. My time in the service allowed me 
a hobby which I maintained for well over fifty years 
with my interest being in the dog fancy where we 
started with Boxers then included Pugs and 
Rottweilers. I held positions with different dog clubs: 
Secretary, Show Manager and Chairman of 
Portsmouth and Southsea Kennel Association; 
Secretary and Show Manager of the Pug Dog Club and 
Show Manager for the RottweilerClub. A move to 
Ringmer in Sussex provided space to run a boarding 
kennel and breed and exhibit our own dogs 
throughout the UK. I judged at many shows in Britain 
and overseas in Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane. At 
the kennels we also kept horses (my ex-wife was an 
endurance rider), and had a small herd of lovely goats 
to provide milk for our puppies. It was a busy, fifteen 
year, period of my life (I counted my blessings in the 
form of an excellent kennel-maid), as I also held a job  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
with the Central Electricity Generating Board, later to 
be known as the National Grid. 
In 1997 I returned to Colchester and lived with Tony 
and Delia while a canal narrow boat was being built 
for me up in the Black Country. My intention then, as I 
was single and unattached, was to live on the boat 
and potter about the English canals. The boat had all 
mod.cons and had already been launched ready for 
fitting out - when I met Patricia. 
I sold the boat and settled in Mile End for what was to 
become the most satisfying part of my life. I have 
always looked upon Christ Church as my church (my 
parents having lived the last years of their lives on 
Ireton Road), and so it was that I returned to worship 
here after all my years of living elsewhere. I always 
felt God was with me and realised it most deeply 
when I was introduced to Alpha. I was a helper for 
two courses, enjoying the work and the camaraderie 
then, when a new course started with Brian and 
Marilyn Beattie as Leaders, I joined their group. From 
that time on I knew God had been with me, was with 
me and would be for the rest of my life. 
That was a few years ago and having joined a Home 
group I have been given a new lease of life. I am so 
grateful to have had the influences of Paul, Ray, 
Glynis, Sheila, Judith B., Judith C., Rob and David. 
Another bonus is that Patricia now comes to church 
with me on most Sundays... 
 
  



The Emperor Constantine 

On Sunday 28th February there was a performance of the Council of Nicaea from the Emperor Constantine 
before an audience of around 45.The scene was taken from the Dorothy L Sayers Play, The Emperor 
Constantine which was adapted by John H Flint. 
The photo shows from left to right; Rod Green(recorder),John Flint((Bishop Aerius),Mike Poole(Emperor 
Constantine) and George Flint(Bishop Athanasius) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Grand Bazaar 2010 
Many thanks to all those who provided 

stalls, refreshments, decorated the 

church and supported the Bazaar this 

year. A fantastic total of around £1,200 

was raised for various charities . 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Do you need help with  

your computer?  
From time to time  

many of us need some help and advice 

about our computers.  If you would like to 

take up the opportunity to join a small group 

led by John Sams to look at some of our 

need for advice and computer problems 

please contact Judith Budge  

Thank You 
Eric would like to thank everyone 

who supported and sponsored 

the Bike ride in September. The 

final total raised is £234  



Everything you 

need to know to 

impact the world 
Sunday evenings from 
29th January 2012 from 
7.00 pm 
Over 5 consecutive Sunday evenings the Revd 
Kenny Borthwick will speak about the last great 
prayer of Jesus from John 17. 
He says: 
The last supper was eaten.  The last sermon, for 
the time being, preached.  Now in John 17 we are 
allowed to overhear JeǎǳǎΩ ƭŀǎǘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ  bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ 
left un-prayed that needed to be prayed for the 
church to be faithful and fruitful.  As we look at 
this most simple and profound prayer, may it be 
our own prayer that we will learn what we need 
to kno to impact the world and bring glory to the 
Father. 
Each evening will begin with refreshments 
followed by worship and DVD presentation.  At 
the end of the evening there will be time for 
reflection and prayer. 
Please consider coming along to this wonderful 
teaching opportunity.  Bring friends to ς all are 
welcome. 
Revd Kenny Borthwick has been a Church of 
Scotland minister for almost 30 years.  He is 
senior minister of Holy Trinity Church of Scotland 
in Westerhailes Edinburgh, an urban priority area.  
He is also chairman of New Wine Scotland. 
  

Operation Christmas Child 
Well done everyone ! We reached the good total of 51 Boxes 
 this year. Thank you all for your continued support for this  
worthy cause bringing happiness to children far off. The  
Brownies again made a contribution ς thank you very much girls, appreciated. 
Hopefully we will participate again next year, and it is never too early to start collecting gift items and 
empty shoe boxes, so why not set aside an empty box straightaway ( you could collect one from a shop 
now ) and fill it with items during the year as you find them ς a good way to avoid a last minute rush. 
Please prayerfully remember the children ( and their families ) who will be receiving the boxes 
throughout this time. 
Again grateful thanks are due to Liz for the displays in our entrance hall  
and to Jill Dyer for the knitted items included in those displays ς  
such an inspiration. 
A very Happy Christmas and New Year to everyone. 

Angela Ennals.  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Website 
Did you know the Church has a website? The address is:  
www.christchurchparish.org.uk 
Do take a look ï any suggestions please contact Liz:  
christ-church-vestry@btconnect.com 

 
 

Clergy availability 
Please note that Paul is normally not available on Fridays. 
Jackie is normally not available from Thursday to Saturday. 
Church Office 
Liz is normally in the church office on Wednesdays and 
Fridays 
 

December Diary 
 
Sunday 4th December 

8.00 am 
9.30 am 
4.00 pm 

Holy Communion in St Maryôs Chapel 
Morning Worship  (Traidcraft stall)  
The BIG Christingle  

Monday 5th          

10.00 am Coffee +  

Tuesday 6th      
9.00am 

10.00 am 
3.30 pm 

Morning Prayer in St Maryôs Chapel 
Time Together 
Tnt Club until 4.30 pm  

Wednesday 7th 
10.00 am  Holy Communion in St Mary's Chapel  

Thursday 8th         
9.00 am Morning Prayer in St Mary's Chapel 

Friday 9th     

6.00 pm  Crusaders 

Saturday 10th    
10.00 am 

 
Prayer for Healing 
 

Sunday 11th   
9.30 am 

  3.00 pm 
Holy Communion  
Parkinsonôs UK Carol Service 

Monday 12th    

10.00 am Coffee +  

Tuesday 13th 

9.00 am Morning Prayer in St Maryôs Chapel 

Wednesday 14th   
10.00 am Holy Communion in St Mary's Chapel  

Thursday 15th    
9.00 am Morning Prayer in St Mary's Chapel 

Friday 16th     
6.00 pm  Crusaders 

Saturday 17th     
10.00 am  Prayer for Healing  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 18th  

9.30 am 
6.30 pm 

Morning Worship 
Carols by Candlelight 

Monday 19th                
10.00 am   Coffee +  

 
Tuesday 20th             

9.00am Morning Prayer in St Maryôs Chapel 

Wednesday 21st            
10.00 am Holy Communion in St Mary's Chapel 

Thursday 22nd           
9.00 am Morning Prayer in St Mary's Chapel 

Saturday 24th  Christmas Eve 
10.00 am 
6.00 pm 

11.30 pm 

Prayer for Healing 
Carols for Kids 
The First Communion of Christmas 

Sunday 25th Christmas Day 
10.00 am United Family Communion 

 

Monday 26th Boxing Day              
   No Coffee +  

Tuesday 27th   

9.00am Morning Prayer in St Maryôs Chapel 

Wednesday 28th   
10.00 am Holy Communion in St Mary's Chapel  

Thursday   29th          
9.00 am Morning Prayer in St Mary's Chapel 

Saturday 31st  

10.00 am Prayer for Healing 
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January 2012 Diary 
 
Sunday 1st January 

8.00 am 

9.30 am 

Holy Communion in St Maryôs Chapel 

Family Worship 

Monday 2nd           

 No Coffee + 

Tuesday 3rd       

9.00am Morning Prayer in St Maryôs Chapel 

Wednesday 4th 
10.00 am  Holy Communion in St Mary's Chapel  

Thursday 5th         
9.00 am Morning Prayer in St Mary's Chapel 

Saturday 7th     
10.00 am 

 
Prayer for Healing 
 

Sunday 8th   

9.30 am Holy Communion  

Monday 9th     

10.00 am Coffee +  

Tuesday 10th  
9.00 am 

10.00 am 
3.30 pm 

Morning Prayer in St Maryôs Chapel 
Time Together 
TnT Club 

Wednesday 11th   
10.00 am Holy Communion in St Mary's Chapel  

Thursday 12th    
9.00 am Morning Prayer in St Mary's Chapel 

Friday 13th     

6.00 pm  Crusaders 

Saturday 14th     
10.00 am  Prayer for Healing  

 

Sunday 15th  
9.30 am 
6.30 pm 

Morning Worship 
Holy Communion 

Monday 16th                 
10.00 am   Coffee +  

 
Tuesday 17th             

9.00am 
10.00 am 
3.30 pm 

Morning Prayer in St Maryôs Chapel 
Time Together 
Tnt Club 

Wednesday 18th             
10.00 am Holy Communion in St Mary's Chapel 

Thursday 19th        
9.00 am Morning Prayer in St Maryôs Chapel  

Friday 20th   

6.00 pm Crusaders 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 21st  

10.00 am Prayer for Healing 

Sunday 22nd  
9.30 am 
3.00 pm 

Holy Communion 
CTWC United Service 
 

Monday 23rd               
 10.00 am Coffee +  

Tuesday 24th   
9.00am 

10.00 am 
3.30 pm 

Morning Prayer in St Maryôs Chapel 
Time Together 
TnT 

Wednesday 25th   
10.00 am Holy Communion in St Mary's Chapel  

Thursday   26th          
9.00 am Morning Prayer in St Mary's Chapel 

Friday 27th   

6.00 pm Crusaders 

Saturday 28th    
10.00 am  Prayer for Healing  

 

Sunday 29th  
9.30 am 
7.00 pm 

 

Cafe worship 
Everything you need to know to impact the 
world 

Monday 30th                  
10.00 am   Coffee +  

Tuesday 31st   
9.00am 

10.00 am 
3.30 pm 

Morning Prayer in St Maryôs Chapel 
Time Together 
TnT 

 


