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The Rector writes Octob er 2011  

άIn Christ you can become yourselfέ (Bishop Stephen Cottrell) 
 

"What do you think? There was a man who had two 
sons. He went to the first and said, `Son, go and work 
today in the vineyard.'  "`I will not,' he answered, but 
ƭŀǘŜǊ ƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘΦέ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ 
went to the other son and said the same thing. He 
answered, `I will, sir,' but he did not go.  "Which of the 
two did what his father wanted?" "The first," they 
answered. Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, the 
tax collectors and the prostitutes are entering the 
kingdom of God ahead of you. From Matthew 22. 

This parable of Jesus reminds me of a recent 
conversation between two people inside an Irish bar.  
While on retreat in Ireland, a friend of mine asked the 
bar person if there was Irish singing on that evening ς 
commonly called a hooley.  The answer was a little 
confusing.  If you can use your 
imagination and put on a deep 
southern Irish accent, the answer 
was: ά²Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘέ.  
Well there was and we had a 
wonderful evening! 

The world is full of such 
contradictions?  The idea that 
materialism brings hope and 
happiness has been thoroughly 
debunked as cluttered lives hide the 
pain of debt, fear and loneliness.  There is enough 
food in the world to feed everyone, yet the majority 
of people go hungry each day. Perhaps the greatest 
challenge to society is that of personal identity.  We 
live in a world that constantly bombards us with the 
notion that it is not good enough to be who we are.  
As a 54 year old male suffering from furniture disease 
ς (my chest is collapsing into my drawers), I am being 
encouraged to change my image.  Hair restorer, anti-
aging cream, diet plans and the latest make me look 
younger style are all pressing at my door.  Many 
people and especially the young live in fear of not 
having the right stuff, the right image and so on. This 
Ƴŀȅ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ΨL ŀƳ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ L ŀƳ 
ƴƻǘΩ ς being confused about their identity and not 
truly knowing who they are. 

At a recent confirmation service, Bishop Stephen 
reminded us that although we are all sinners, through 
faith in Jesus we are all saints!  Speaking to a large 
number of young confirmation candidates who were 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŦŦƛǊƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ΨL 
ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ άIn Christ you can become 
yourselfέ.   Of course, the world would sayΣ άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ L 
become me through someone else ς Christ is Christ 
and I am already who I amΚέ   

.ǳǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǾƛƴŜǊǎ 
of material spin in this world want us to believe.  Use 
this product and become yourself!  The problem is 
that their idea of becoming is a change of identity 
every few moments! Yet what we want the world to 
know is that our true and unchanging identity is found 
in a relationship with Jesus.  We discover our true 
selves when we turn to Jesus, give our whole lives to 
him living out the identity that he gives us, earthly and 
heavenly.  It is in Christ alone our hope is found!  It is 
through the gospel message of his life, death and 
resurrection that we truly find ourselves. 

In the parable from Matthew 22, Jesus speaks about 
the son who says NO and yet rejects his answer to do 
Ƙƛǎ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ  !ƴ ŜƳǇƘŀǘƛŎ άL ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘέ ƛǎ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ 

followed by doing the very thing he 
refused to do.  The son recognises 
that turning away from his own 
ǿŀȅ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
place of blessing.  Jesus shares that 
in turning to follow him, all people 
including the rejected, abused and 
rubbish of society live out the 
wonderful contradiction of going 
into the kingdom ahead of the 
seemingly righteous and religious 
Pharisees.  

To the world, this way of receiving life, giving up to 
take up will always be a contradiction of terms.  But 
when people see the transformation that takes place 
in the life of a believer, family and community things 
become clear and new choices can be made. That 
then brings us to a place of huge responsibility to take 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
very seriously. 

But I wonder if sometimes the churches answer to 
questions about faith, God and Jesus is ά²Ŝƭƭ we know 
ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘέ.  Perhaps we are unsure of what to say 
or feel we will be rejected by stranger, friend or family 
alike.  In a sense we need to take to heart the 
example of the Father in the parable.  There was 
always the risk that his request would be rejected, his 
relationship changed, his honour damaged.  Jesus 
commands us to share our faith in Christ that each 
may be encouraged to discover new life and identity 
in him.  As the body of Christ this is our work ς will we 
take the risk and show our true identity ς to share 
that in Christ we ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ōŜŎƻƳŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ - a 
ǎŀƛƴǘΣ ŀ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΚ  [ŜǘΩǎ Ǌƛǎƪ ƛǘΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Řƻ 
it ς today! 

Yours ever Paul  



News from Christ Church PCC  
The Missing Generations Report  
You may recall that from our 2010 PCC away day and 
40 days of prayer, your PCC decided to focus on what 
we understand as the missing generation at Christ 
Church. That is the missing 12 to 40 year old presence 
from our Sunday and weekday ministry. The July 2011 
PCC meeting received a report called The Missing 12-
40 Generation ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ t//Ωǎ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 
decided, that we should bring a fresh pair of eyes to 
help us discern what God might be saying to us. I also 
wrote about this in my Summer The Rector Writes. To 
that effect, we have invited Captain Matt Kruczek of 
the Church Army to join and work with us over the 
next three months. I would ask you to remember his 
face below and welcome him warmly as he comes to 
share in this important work with us.  
 

In particular, Matt has been invited to help us 
understand more about who we are and how our 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘΦ Lƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘΣ 
aŀǘǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ΨƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƳƛǊǊƻǊΩ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ 
we may take an honest look at ourselves. I hope you 
will agree that this will be exciting opportunity to 
consider our strengths, weaknesses, opportunities 
and those aspects of church life that concern us. We 
can be sure Matt will come to us with some 
challenging questions and I hope we will be prepared 
to answer them in the knowledge that the Holy Spirit 

is at work among us bringing a fresh understanding of 
our calling as Gods church in 2011 and beyond.  
 
Matt will report his findings to the PCC in January 
2012 and the full PCC and working groups will meet at 
a PCC away day in February. The PCC will then report 
to the church as a whole on the next steps.  
Matt brings huge experience to this task. This is what 
he says.  
ά¢ƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Mission-Shaped Church in 2004 
marked the recognition by the church that bold new 
thinking was required to effectively bring the Gospel 
to a contemporary society. It also recognised that in 
many different places amongst many different types 
of people ways had been found to make ChǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǊŜŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ άŦǊŜǎƘ 
ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŎƘǳǊŎƘέ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
initiatives that had somehow never quite managed to 
fit into traditional ecclesiastical structures. We were 
invited to celebrate these emerging forms of Christian 
community, and encouraged to explore what was 
possible in our own contexts.  
 
Since 2005 it has been my privilege to be alongside 
Church Army evangelists as they face and take on this 
new challenge, and it has been my joy to see them 
and the people they work with rise to meet it. As well 
as meeting people from over a dozen projects at the 
ŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ άŎƘǳǊŎƘέΣ L ƘŀǾŜ 
ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ άƳƛȄŜŘ 
ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅέΣ ŎƻƳōƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ 
traditional models of church.  
My passion is to see individuals and churches enabled, 
equipped and the released into ministering 
communities that demonstrate the love of God so 
clearly that those touched by them cannot help but be 
so moved and impressed by what they encounter that 
ǘƘŜȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 
ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ά 
 
Revd Paul Norrington   



Harvest 2011 Barn Dance    



Harvest 2011 Decorations 
We are very grateful to all those involved in preparing our Harvest decorations this year from the beautiful 
floral decorations, to the flower pot people and the wonderful Harvest of the Sea display. Many thanks!!!
  



Operation Christmas Child 

Last Christmas, nearly 1.12 million children from 14 countries across 
the world recieved a special shoebox gift thanks to the commitment of 
supporters and volunteers across the UK. This is more than just an 
impressive statistic - it is the reality that each of those children will 
have been filled with joy at receiving a gift of love sent by children and 
adults that you encouraged to get involved. 
Last year was a memorable one for Operation Christmas Child for a number of reasons. It was our 
20 year anniversary, we launched Shoebox World enabling shoeboxes to be given online for the 
first time, and our brave volunteers battled Arctic conditions in the UK to ensure your shoeboxes 
could be shipped out to their destination countries. 
Giving a shoebox gift to a child in need is simple with Operation Christmas Child. You wrap and pack it, we 
check and send it, and our in-country partners deliver it to a child. It starts in your hands and ends up in 
theirs. 
Below are 5 simple steps to doing a shoebox with Operation Christmas Child: 
1. Find an empty shoebox 
The shoebox should ideally be medium size, as shown. Wrap the lid and the 
box separately in wrapping paper (before going on to insert your gifts). 
 
2. Decide if your gift is for a boy or girl 

Pick up a leaflet from the foyer or  download a copy of the  boy/girl labels, as part of 
the  online leaflet. Then tick the appropriate age box on the sticker provided, remove it 
from the leaflet and stick on the outside of the lid (top right). Make sure the label is 
secure.  
 

 
3. Fill your box with gifts 
You can use the gift ideas list below: 
om each of these 4 categories: 
Toys: 
 Bear, soft toy, tennis ball, finger puppet, jigsaw, yo-yo, building 
blocks, small musical instrument.  
For boys; 
trucks and cars,  
for girls; 
dolls, clip on earrings, etc.  
Educational Supplies: 
Felt pens, pens, pencils, pencil sharpener, eraser, colouring book, notepad, picture or puzzle book, chalk, 
pencil case, stickers, etc.  
Hygiene Items: 
Toothbrush, toothpaste, hairbrush, comb, hair clips, bar of soap, flannel, etc.  
Other Items: 
 Sweets (sell-by date to be at least March of the following year), gloves, scarf, sunglasses, cap, hat, 
bangles, necklaces etc.  
All gifts should be new, please include items from each category.  
No Food especially chocolate - non-chocolate sweets are allowed 
No medicine or vitamins of any kind 
No war related items toy guns, soldiers or knives of any kind 
No clothing other than listed above 
No fragile items glass containers, mirrors. 
No liquids including blow bubbles, shampoo, bubble bath, toiletry sets or aerosols. 
No dangerous items sharp objects, scissors or razors 
No novels 
Nothing of a political nature 
No hand-knitted stuffed toys without a CE mark ï some knitted items are allowed ï see the noticeboard for 
knitting patterns 



 4. Make your donation 
We suggest a minimum of £2.50 donation per shoebox - which helps 
ensure your shoebox gets to where it needs to go. Please donate 
online if at all possible - so we can tell you where your shoebox 
went. If not, please complete the donation slip from the downloaded 
OCC leaflet, enclose a cash or cheque donation, and then place the 
payment/slip in your shoebox on top of the contents. 

 
5. Drop off your shoebox 
Ensure your shoebox is secured with a rubber band around the outside. Bring your 
shoeboxes to church by Sunday 6th November 2011 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information go to www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk or speak to Angela Ennals

Shoeboxes went to these countries last year 

http://www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk/donate
http://www.operationchristmaschild.org.uk/donate


WHO AM I SITTING NEXT TO? 
Margaret Fitch 

 
 
Originally from Cambridge where her father was a 
doctor Margaret attended The Perse School, cycling 
there everyday. After finishing school she lived in 
Florence for about 9 months with an elderly lady who  
ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƘŜǊ LǘŀƭƛŀƴΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŀŘȅΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƻƻƪ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ 
around all the museums and places of interest 
including a visit to Rome. 
 
Margaret taught in a nursery school in Cambridge and 
it was in Cambridge that Margaret met her husband 
David who was a student at Cambridge University.  
Margaret waited for 4 years whist David served in 
India during WW II marrying on his return in Nov 
1945.  David was a teacher at St Helena School  and 
died in March 2007.  Margaret always wanted to be a 
good wife and mother and feels that she has achieved 
this having been happily married for 62 years and with 
all four children happily married too. 
 
While in Alresford Margaret ran the Guides and then 
the Brownies for 30 years and became District 
Commissioner for the Wivenhoe and Brightlingsea 
area.  
 
She was also a local magistrate for about 30 years 
until enforced retirement at 70 years of age.  
 
Other interests include gardening and history of art. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
  



 

 

 

 

  


