Family Communion 25 July 2021
Welcome and opening responses:
Psalms 138:1
I will praise you, O LORD, with all my heart; before the "gods" I will sing
your praise. 2:I will bow down towards your holy temple and will praise
your name for your love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted
above all things your name and your word.
Praise God! For the Lord our God the almighty reigns!
Let us rejoice and be glad and give him the glory.
Hymn:
O Lord my God ! when I in awesome wonder
Consider all the works Thy hand hath made,
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed:
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
When through the woods and forest glades I wander
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur,
And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze;
And when I think that God His Son not sparing,
Sent Him to die—I scarce can take it in.
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin:
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home—what joy shall fill my heart!
Then shall I bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim, my God, how great Thou art!

Prayer:
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people and kindle in
us the fire of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
We say sorry to God:
St Paul says
'Be imitators of God; love as Christ loved; do not grieve the Holy Spirit;
put away all anger and bitterness, all slander and malice.'
So let us confess our sins to God who forgives us in Christ.
Loving God, we confess the times when we did not abide in your love,
when we strayed from the path of faith and ran after other gods.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Loving God, we confess the times when we did not abide in your love,
when we have been less than loving, and hurt those around us.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Loving God, we confess those times when we did not abide in your
love, when we have not held ourselves accountable to you and
measured our worth by our own achievements.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Make your love real to us once again, shape us and remake us in your
image. Amen.
Song of praise:
Bless the Lord, O my soul;
O my soul, worship His holy name.
Sing like never before, O my soul.
I’ll worship Your holy name.
The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning;
It’s time to sing Your song again.
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me,
Let me be singing when the evening comes.

You’re rich in love and You’re slow to anger,
Your name is great and Your heart is kind.
For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing;
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find.
And on that day when my strength is failing,
The end draws near and my time has come,
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending;
Ten thousand years and then forever more!
Prayer:
Lord God, your Son left the riches of heaven and became poor for our
sake: when we prosper save us from pride, when we are needy save
us from despair, that we may trust in you alone; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen
Gospel reading: John 6:1-21
Talk:
Prayers of intercession:
Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus
Christ. Amen.
The Peace:
God has made us one in Christ. He has set his seal upon us,
and as a pledge of what is to come has given us the Spirit to dwell in
our hearts.
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Song:
Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away,
Slain for us: and we remember
The promise made that all who come in faith
Find forgiveness at the cross.
So we share in this bread of life,
And we drink of His sacrifice,
As a sign of our bonds of peace
Around the table of the King.
The body of our Saviour, Jesus Christ,
Torn for you: eat and remember
The wounds that heal, the death that brings us life,
Paid the price to make us one.
So we share in this bread of life,
And we drink of His sacrifice,
As a sign of our bonds of love
Around the table of the King.
The blood that cleanses every stain of sin
Shed for you: drink and remember
He drained death’s cup that all may enter in
To receive the life of God.
So we share in this bread of life,
And we drink of His sacrifice,
As a sign of our bonds of grace
Around the table of the King.
And so with thankfulness and faith
We rise to respond and to remember
Our call to follow in the steps of Christ
As His body here on earth.
As we share in His suffering
We proclaim: Christ will come again!
And we’ll join in the feast of heaven
Around the table of the King.

The Communion
Wise and gracious God, you spread a table before us; nourish your
people with the word of life and the bread of heaven. Amen.
And for those who are unable to share in our communion this morning
I invite you to join in any way you can or say with me this prayer of
spiritual communion:
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits you have given
me, for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. Since I cannot
now receive you sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my
heart. O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know you
more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by
day. Amen.
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
Father, you made the world and love your creation. You gave your Son
Jesus Christ to be our Saviour. His dying and rising have set us free
from sin and death. And so we gladly thank you, with saints and angels
praising you, and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread
and wine outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your dear
Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking
bread, he praised you. He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he praised
you, gave it to them and said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of
the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, we proclaim
his death and resurrection until he comes in glory.
Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come again.
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your
kingdom comes and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms and
bring us with all the saints to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, forever and ever.
Amen.
The Lord’s prayer
We pray for the coming of the Kingdom in the words Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever. Amen.

Sharing of the Bread and Wine
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one
bread.
We share bread together
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which
he gave for you, Eat in remembrance that he died for you, and feed on
him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.
Prayer after Communion
Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands that have taken holy things;
may the ears which have heard your word be deaf to clamour and
dispute; may the tongues which have sung your praise be free from
deceit; may the eyes which have seen the tokens of your love shine
with the light of hope; and may the bodies which have been fed with
your body be refreshed with the fullness of your life; glory to you for
ever. Amen
Song:
In Christ alone! my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All,
Here in the love of Christ I stand.
In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe!
This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save:
Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied –
For every sin on Him was laid;
Here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground His body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious Day
Up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine –
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.
No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the power of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand;
Till He returns or calls me home,
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand!
Blessing:
The Lord bless and watch over you, the Lord make his face shine upon
you
and be gracious to you, the Lord look kindly on you and give you peace
all the days of your life. The blessing…
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen
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