
Christ Church Morning Worship 
The Feast of the Epiphany 
 
Welcome and introduction:        
 
Lord Jesus, we gather at the start of a new year, 
we gather to worship you. 
 
Arise, shine for your light has come! 
As the magi followed the star to a new place, 
a place where dreams became reality, 
let us follow our Lord and saviour 
to a place of renewed hope. 
Not looking back, but always moving forward, 
let us seek and find the king. 
 
Hymn:  
O worship the Lord 

in the beauty of holiness, 
Bow down before Him, His glory proclaim; 
With gold of obedience and incense of lowliness, 
Kneel and adore Him; the Lord is His name. 
 
Low at His feet lay thy burden of carefulness,  
High on His heart He will bear it for thee,  
Comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness,  
Guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 
 
Fear not to enter His courts in the slenderness  
Of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine;  
Truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness,  
These are the offerings to lay on His shrine. 
 
These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
He will accept for the name that is dear; 
Mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
Trust for our trembling, and hope for our fear. 
 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness,  
Bow down before Him, His glory proclaim;  
With gold of obedience and incense of lowliness,  
Kneel and adore Him: the Lord is His name. 

Leaving and arriving – a fresh journey.  Farewell to Joe, Clare, 
Jessica and Rachel 
 
The arrival of the Magi and offering of gifts:   
 
At the offering of Gold: 
The wise men brought gold to Jesus. 
Jesus, we bring you the gold of our obedience. 
Help us to live as you want us to. Amen 
 
At the offering of Incense: 
The wise men brought frankincense to Jesus. 
Jesus, we bring you t he incense of our worship. 
You are God and we worship you. Amen 
 
At the offering of Myrrh: 
The wise men brought myrrh to Jesus. 
Jesus we bring you the myrrh of the world’s sadness. 

Help us to look after one another better. Amen 
 
Confession  
 
The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. Let us 
confess our sins. 
 
Lord, we are dwellers in darkness, 
and often content to stay there. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
We confess that we are not always seekers after signs, 
nor do we actively pursue your guiding light. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
We fail to raise our eyes from the murk of our existence 
to the intimations of the miraculous in which your world abounds. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
 



Forgive us for dwelling on the darkness of our lives; we lift our 
gaze to you, O Lord. Let your star blaze anew in our vision, that 
we may follow where you lead, our hope rekindled, our strength 
renewed. Amen.  
 
Absolution 
 
Praise:                   
God the Father, who calls us to set forth: 
We worship and adore you. 
Christ the Son who journeys with us: 
We worship and adore you. 
Holy Spirit who inspires us for the road ahead: 
We worship and adore you. Amen. 
 
Carol:  
Joy has dawned upon the world,  
Promised from creation:  

God’s salvation now unfurled,  
Hope for every nation. 
Not with fanfares from above,  
Not with scenes of glory,  
But a humble gift of love: 
Jesus born of Mary. 
 
Sounds of wonder fill the sky  
With the songs of angels,  
As the mighty Prince of life  
Shelters in a stable.  
Hands that set each star in place,  
Shaped the earth in darkness,  
Cling now to a mother’s breast,  
Vulnerable and helpless.  
 
Shepherds bow before the Lamb,  
Gazing at the glory;  
Gifts of men from distant lands  
Prophesy the story: 
Gold, a King is born today;  
Incense, God is with us; 
Myrrh, His death will make a way,  
And by His blood He’ll win us.  

Son of Adam, Son of heaven,  
Given as a ransom 
Reconciling God and man,  
Christ our mighty champion!  
What a Saviour, what a friend,  
What a glorious mystery:  
Once a babe in Bethlehem,  
Now the Lord of history. 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6         
 
Second Reading: Matthew 2.1-12       
This is the word of the Lord Thanks be to God 
 
Carol:  
As with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold; 
As with joy they hailed its light, 

Leading onward, beaming bright, 
So, most gracious God, may we 
Evermore be led by Thee. 
 
As with joyful steps they sped, 
Saviour, to Thy lowly bed, 
There to bend the knee before 
Thee whom heaven and earth adore, 
So may we with willing feet 
Ever seek Thy mercy-seat. 
 
As they offered gifts most rare 
At Thy cradle rude and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, 
Pure, and free from sin’s alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King. 
 
Holy Jesus, every day 
Keep us in the narrow way; 
And, when earthly things are past, 
Bring our ransomed souls at last 
Where they need no star to guide, 
Where no clouds Thy glory hide. 



In the heavenly country bright 
Need they no created light; 
Thou its light, its joy, its crown, 
Thou its sun, which goes not down. 
There forever may we sing 
Hallelujahs to our King. 
 
Talk followed by  
Jesus be the centre, 
Be my source, be my light, 
Jesus. 
 
Jesus, be the Centre, 
Be my hope, be my song, 
Jesus. 
 
Be the fire in my heart, 
Be the wind in these sails; 

Be the reason that I live, 
Jesus, Jesus. 
 
Jesus, be my vision, 
Be my path, be my guide, 
Jesus. 
 
 
Our belief: 
 
Let us declare our faith in God:         
 
We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven 
and on earth is named. 
   
We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
  
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power 
from on high. 
  
We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
 

The prayers:   
               
The Lord’s Prayer:               
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for 
ever. Amen 
 
The collect: 
 
Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star to worship the 
Christ-child: guide and sustain us, that we may find our journey’s 
end in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our 

Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen 
 
The Notices               
 
Closing hymn:   
Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
Dawn on our darkness and lend us Thine aid; 
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 
Cold on His cradle the dewdrops are shining; 
Low lies His head with the beasts of the stall; 
Angels adore Him in slumber reclining, 
Maker and Monarch and Savior of all! 
 
Say, shall we yield Him, in costly devotion, 
Odors of Edom and offerings divine? 
Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, 
Myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine? 
 
Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
Vainly with gifts would His favor secure; 
Richer by far is the heart’s adoration, 
Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 



Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
Dawn on our darkness and lend us Thine aid; 
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 
The Blessing:              
 
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image of his glory and gladden 
your hearts with the good news of his kingdom; and the blessing of God 
almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and 
remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
The Dismissal: 
 
We have seen his glory, the glory revealed to all the nations. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ. Amen. 
 


