
Holy Communion for Candlemas 1st February 2026 
 

Welcome 
God in Christ has revealed his glory. 
Come let us worship. 
From the rising of the sun to its setting 
the Lord's name is greatly to be praised. 
Give him praise, you servants of the Lord. 
O praise the name of the Lord! 
 

Blessed are you, Lord God, creator of day and night: to you be praise and 
glory for ever. As a new day dawns you renew your promise to reveal 
among us the light of your presence. By the light of Christ, your living 
Word, dispel the darkness of our hearts that we may walk as children of 
light and sing your praise throughout the world.  
 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit: 
Blessed be God for ever. 
 

Flames Sunday School: We pray for the children and leaders  
 

Song 
COME, SEE THE LORD in His breathtaking splendour: 
Gaze at His majesty - bow and adore! 
Enter His presence with wonder and worship - 
He is the King and enthroned evermore. 
 

He is the Word who was sent by the Father, 
Born as a baby, a child of our race: 
God here among us, revealed as a servant, 
Walking the pathway of truth and of grace. 
 

He is the Lamb who was slain to redeem us - 
There at the cross His appearance was marred; 
Though He emerged from the grave as the victor, 
Still from the nails and the spear He is scarred. 
 

He is the Lord who ascended in triumph - 
Ever the sound of His praises shall ring! 



Hail Him the First and the Last, the Almighty: 
Jesus, our Prophet, our Priest and our King. 
 

Come, see the Lord in His breathtaking splendour: 
Gaze at His majesty - bow and adore! 
Come and acknowledge Him Saviour and Sovereign: 
Jesus our King is enthroned evermore. 
 

We say sorry to God 
Hear the words of our Saviour Jesus Christ: ‘I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me shall never walk in darkness but shall have the light of 
life.’ Let us therefore bring our sins into his light and confess them in 
penitence and faith.      John 8.12  
 

Father eternal, giver of light and grace, we have sinned against you and 
against our neighbour, in what we have thought, in what we have said 
and done, through ignorance, through weakness, through our own 
deliberate fault. We have wounded your love, and marred your image in 
us.   
 

We are sorry and repent of all our sins. For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, who died for us, forgive us all that is past; and lead us out from 
darkness to walk as children of light. Amen.  
 

Song 
SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD,  
Fall afresh on me;  
Spirit of the living God,  
Fall afresh on me.  
Break me, melt me, mould me, fill me.  
Spirit of the living God,  
Fall afresh on me.  
 

We are forgiven  
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon us, 
pardon and deliver us from all our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all 
goodness, and keep us in life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  



Song  
WHAT GIFT OF GRACE IS JESUS MY REDEEMER  
There is no more for heaven now to give  
He is my joy, my righteousness, and freedom  
My steadfast love, my deep and boundless peace 
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus  
For my life is wholly bound to His  
Oh how strange and divine, I can sing, "All is mine"  
Yet not I, but through Christ in me. 
 

The night is dark but I am not forsaken  
For by my side, the Saviour He will stay  
I labour on in weakness and rejoicing  
For in my need, His power is displayed 
To this I hold, my Shepherd will defend me  
Through the deepest valley He will lead  
Oh the night has been won, and I shall overcome  
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 

No fate I dread, I know I am forgiven  
The future sure, the price it has been paid  
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon  
And He was raised to overthrow the grave 
To this I hold, my sin has been defeated  
Jesus now and ever is my plea  
Oh the chains are released, I can sing, "I am free"  
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 

With every breath I long to follow Jesus  
For He has said that He will bring me home  
And day by day I know He will renew me  
Until I stand with joy before the throne 
To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus  
All the glory evermore to Him  
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat  
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 



To this I hold, my hope is only Jesus  
All the glory evermore to Him  
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat  
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
When the race is complete, still my lips shall repeat  
Yet not I, but through Christ in me  
Yet not I, but through Christ in me  
Yet not I, but through Christ in me 
 

Collect for today 
Lord Jesus Christ, light of the nations and glory of Israel: make your home 
among us, and present us pure and holy to your heavenly Father, your 
God, and our God.  Amen. 
 

Bible reading 
Luke 2:22-40 
This is the word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God 
 

Sermon 
 

We listen to “Simeon’s Song” composed and recorded by Janie Beales 
 

Our belief 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
 

The prayers of intercession 
Concluding with: Merciful Father, accept our prayers for the sake of your 
Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen. 



The Peace     
God has made us one in Christ. He has set his seal upon us, and as a pledge 
of what is to come has given us the Spirit to dwell in our hearts.   
The peace of the Lord be always with you; and also with you. 
 

Offertory Hymn 
I WILL OFFER UP MY LIFE 
In spirit and truth, 
Pouring out the oil of love 
As my worship to You. 
In surrender I must give my every part; 
Lord, receive the sacrifice 
Of a broken heart. 
 

Jesus, what can I give, what can I bring 
To so faithful a friend, to so loving a King? 
Saviour, what can be said, what can be sung 
As a praise of Your name 
For the things You have done? 
Oh, my words could not tell, not even in part, 
Of the debt of love that is owed by this thankful heart. 
 

You deserve my every breath 
For You’ve paid the great cost; 
Giving up Your life to death, 
Even death on a cross. 
You took all my shame away, 
There defeated my sin, 
Opened up the gates of heaven, 
And have beckoned me in.  
 

The Communion 
Wise and gracious God, you spread a table before us; nourish your people 
with the word of life and the bread of heaven. Amen. 
 

The Lord is here; His Spirit is with us. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all creation; in your love you made 
us for yourself.  When we turned away you did not reject us, but came to 
meet us in your Son.   
You embraced us as your children and welcomed us to sit and eat with 
you. 
 

In Christ you shared our life that we might live in him and he in us.   
He opened his arms of love upon the cross and made for all the perfect 
sacrifice for sin. 
 

On the night he was betrayed, at supper with his friends he took bread, 
and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to them, saying: Take, eat; 
this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: his body is the bread of life. 
 

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine, he gave you thanks, and said: 
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins; do this in remembrance of me. 
Father, we do this in remembrance of him: his blood is shed for all. 
 

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his rising in glory, send your Holy 
Spirit that this bread and this wine may be to us the body and blood of 
your dear Son.   
As we eat and drink these holy gifts make us one in Christ, our risen Lord. 
 

With your whole Church throughout the world we offer you this sacrifice 
of praise and lift our voice to join the eternal song of heaven: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
Our Father in heaven,  hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours now and for ever.  Amen 
 



We break this bread to share in the body of Christ;  Though we are many, 
we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 
 

During the sharing of communion there will be an opportunity for prayer 
for healing. If you would like prayer or a simple blessing then please move 
to the ‘prayer place’ to the left of the Holy Table where people are ready to 
pray with you.  
 

Prayer after communion  
Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and Anna, who lived to welcome 
the Messiah: may we, who have received these gifts beyond words, 
prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes to bring us to eternal life; 
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

Notices 
 

Closing hymn 
HERE IN THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST I STAND 
Clothed in his strength and his righteousness. 
My sins forgiven, my heart made clean 
The grace of heaven poured out on me. 
I stand in awe of this 
I stand in awe of him 
That he would draw me to his throne. 
The King of glory, my only Saviour. 
Here in the presence of Christ I stand. 
 

Here for the honour of Christ I live 
Set on his purpose and mighty plan 
All earth’s vain riches now laid aside 
His shield around me, my strength and guide 
I live for his delight 
I live for his reward 
To see his name so lifted high 
The King of glory, my only Saviour 
Here for the honour of Christ I live 
 



Here for the glory of Christ I sing 
My every treasure now found in Him 
With mercy certain and hope made sure 
His promise mine now for evermore 
Faithful through endless days 
His love will never fail 
The sovereign King and Lord of All 
And while my God puts this breath within me 
Still for the glory of Christ I’ll sing.  
 

The Blessing and sending out 
From where we are to where you need us,  
Jesus, now lead on.  
From the security of what we know to the adventure of what you will 
reveal,  
Jesus, now lead on.  
To refashion the fabric of this world until it resembles the shape of your 
kingdom,  
Jesus, now lead on.  
Because good things have been prepared for those who love God,  
Jesus, now lead on. 
 

And the blessing of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be among us and 
remain with us, this day and for ever.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 


